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Project objetive: to improve ecological restorations through
the promotion of a participatory planning approach,
knowledgement management and result dissemination



PARTICIPATORY PLANNING APPROACH

Source: Muukkonen, H. et al., 1999 b (edited)
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PARTICIPATORY PLANNING APPROACH

Knowledge exchange

Social perceptionStakeholder consultation

Public awareness

Estimation of the socio-economic
impact of restoration actions in local
society. Analysis of the social
perception of the restoration and the
Natura 2000 network.

Raise awareness of the goods and
services of estuaries and the
importance of a sustainable
management to improve nature
conservation while preserving
and/or promoting uses of estuaries.

Stakeholder opinion and proposals
to improve restoration actions.
Building relationships among
managers and communication
upgrade.

Exchange of restoration
experiences in protected systems.
Identification of action lines to
preserve these spaces as well as
preserving the uses of estuaries.



Stakeholder consultation

Meetings with managers

Goals: 
 Consultation of the feasibility of the restoration

alternatives
 Suggestions for improvement
 Restoration alternative constraints
 Population needs (COEXISTENCE)

COOPERA-NATURA Workshop

Goals:
 Reflect on the development of the restoration

actions
 Share the experiences with other actors
 Improve environmental management actions
 Positive and negative lessons learnt
 Open a debate (Exchange)

47 participants (18 National autorithies and NGOs)



Scholars: 12 CO-EDUCA Workshops
253 Scholars /21 teachers

Goals: educate society in the value of estuaries and the sustainable management

Adults: Baccharis control Training workshop 
20 participants (20 hours)

Public awareness



Public: Photography Contest
91 photos/ 6 photo Exhibition (6 Councils)

Public: 2 CONVIVE-NATURA Workshops
2 Councils / 37 participants

Public: 2 Natura 2000 Day

Public awareness



Tina Menor Oyambre Joyel Victoria

Global status

Environmental quality

Worst rated items

Restorations to be performed 

Priorities

Goals: To analyse the social perception and to assess the socio-economical impacts of 
the restoration 

Evaluation

 Impacts on the local economy
 Social perception: before-after surveys

(Questions)

- The respondent and their experience
- LIFE Programme
- Estuaries perception
- Restorations to be performed

Residues management Dyke removal

Environmental education

Public awareness

Urban planification Invasive species Job creationNature conservation

Public participation

Before

Social perception

https://convivelife.es/index.php/encuesta-final/?lang=en

https://convivelife.es/index.php/encuesta-final/?lang=en


Surveys performed to Natura 2000 
sites: 
50 managers surveyed (7 countries)

Goals: 

 select different SCI/SACs with similar
characteristics in order to define a
transnational workgroup

 Identify main problems and
restorations performed in these
systems

PRESSURES
- 70% urban and diffuse discharges
- 50% industrial discharges
- 70% dykes
- 70% invasive species

CONSERVATION ACTIONS
- 70% management plans
- 60% invasive species control
- 60% habitat restoration
- 25% sanitation systems
- 10% dyke removal
- 15% good practices manuals
- 92% public awareness

SCI/SACs selection
CONVIVE TRANSNATIONAL NETWORK

Goals: To share experiences and analyse common problems and solutions adopted in 
Natura 2000 estuaries 

Knowledge exchange (Networking)



Visits to the CONVIVE TRANSNATIONAL NETWORK

17 Natura 2000 sites visited (4 countries)
6 networking workshops organised with
managers and researchers
Knowledge exchange with 17 LIFE Projects
1 networking Final event: online

Control of invasive species

• Control of specimens/plantules

• Replanting empty space

Recovery/protection saltmarsh

• Managed realignment

• Elevation adjustment

Eutrophication mitigation

• Conectivity enhancement

• Nutrient removal

Sustainability promotion

• Good practices manual & sustainable uses

• Environmental education

• Compensatory measures

Report on common issues and solutions
adopted in Natura 2000 estuaries

The Netherlands: Schelde estuary / The Netherlands and Belgium:
Zwin estuary / Portugal: Ría de Aveiro and Mondego estuary* / Spain:
Iñurritza, Txingudi, Doñana, Tinto and Odiel estuaries, among others

Knowledge exchange (Networking)



Most important remarks

 High involvement of scholars and assistants to training workshops

 Low level of public receptiveness regarding conservation actions

 Low turnout in social perception surveys

 Good fit between social demands and restorations implemented

 Low turnout in surveys performed to Natura 2000 managers (far too many questionaires
online)

 High interest in the networking visits and participation in the knowledge exchange

 Effective dialogue and exchange of ideas among managers, technicians and researchers 


