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Specific management plans for 
coastal lagoons



Main objective

Improve the estuarine marine life habitat conservation status on the whole of Red Natura 2000 coastal
area of Cantabria , through the design and drafting of an inundation management plan of coastal
lagoons”

Why a management plan for coastal lagoons?

Are not natural
Influenced by historical use
Need specific managament features









Key aspects

Management of the salinity, water level, tidal influence…
Management of vegetation
Public use 
Monitoring



IDENTIFYING THE NEED FOR ACTION
AND THE PROBLEMS

SETTING CONSERVATION GOALS 
AND OBJECTIVES SPECIFIC TO THE 

SITE

MANAGEMENT PLAN

Current

situation and 

threats

Understanding

ecological features

of coastal lagoons



MAIN PROBLEMS AND THREATS OF COASTAL LAGOONS

Climate change

Eutrofization

Salinity variation

Water levels

Human activities

Invasive species

Degradation of the reedbed



SETTING CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES OF COASTAL LAGOONS

Conservation objectives

Nature2000 Framework

Birds Directive+ Habitats Directive

Increase the conservation status of species & habitats

Conservation objectives

Water directive framework (DMA)

Increase ecological quality of waterbodies

+

Management plan goals and objectives

Understanding

ecological features of 

coastal lagoons and 

requirements of th

European Directives



GENERAL OBJECTIVES 

 Improve ecological quality of the water
 Improve conservation status of habitats
 Improve conservation status of birds
 Increase public awareness through educational

activities
 Monitoring measures and ecological indicators



WATER LEVELS AND SALINITY  



CREATION OF NEW HABITATS 



Baccharis halimifolia
Trachemys scripta elegans (galápago de Florida) 

Cortaderia selloana
Vespa velutina

INVASIVE SPECIES



PUBLIC AWARENESS



MONITORING 

Breeding birds

Salinity
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